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        FORWARD
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Board of  Trustees 
President: 

Mark Halleck 
President-Elect: 

Bruce Farmer 
VP Vocations: 

Donna Rueby 
Sandie Taylor.  

VP Membership: 
Lisa Field 

VP Programs/Hospitality: 
  Programs:    Gary Estess 
  Hospitality: Diddy Muck 

VP Communications: 
       Jane Doherty 
Treasurer: 

Bob Sponaugle 
Secretary: 

Jim Stevens 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osasona 
Past President: 

Melia Reed 
Trustees: 

Charlie Garland 
Arlane Sponaugle 

Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou Purello 

Meetings: 
3rd Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston
Sts Martha. Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic 

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS
• Sunday, May 8 - World Day of  Prayer for Vocations 
• Monday, May 9 - Vocation Office Trip  -text Diddy 281-615-2915 
• Tues. May 10- Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction- following the 7:00 pm 

Mass, St. Martha’s 
• Fri. May 13- Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 

8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 

• Saturday, May 14 - Transitional Diaconate Installation - Co-Cathedral 
• Saturday, May 21 - Installation Mass and Dinner-St. Mary’s Seminary 
• Saturday, June 4 - Ordinations to the Priesthood - Co-Cathedral 
• NOTE:  Beginning in June we will return to meet on the 4th Monday of  

the month. June 27, 2022.

May  
Month of Mary
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

Father Felix Osasona, MSP

The Emmaus Journey 

For Catholics, Easter is not just for a day, it is a 
whole season of  50 days. Therefore, it is still 
appropriate to say to someone “Happy Easter” this 
month of  May. Easter season will end on 
Pentecost Sunday, June 5, 2022. The Easter joy 
should be a yearlong celebration because it is the 

most important feast for Christians. Jesus died and rose 
again from the dead to bring us new life. He ascended into 

heaven on Ascension Day (forty days after Easter 
Sunday) with his glorified body. This is very significant because we have one 
like us in heaven now seated at the right hand of  the Father interceding for 
us. This is the joy that we celebrate at Easter and always. When Christ came 
to the world, the human body was his vehicle of  our redemption. He took 
our human likeness (Philippians 2:7). The resurrection of  his body was a 
proof  of  his divinity (John 2:18-22). Christ was resurrected bodily from the 
grave, just as we shall be at His coming.  

One of  my favorite Easter stories is the encounter of  the two disciples with Jesus on 
their way to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35). It is very fascinating. On the early morning of  
Sunday of  the resurrection, two followers of  Jesus were on their way to a village named 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. On their journey, Jesus began to walk with 
them. They shared with him their disappointments, disillusion, and confusion, “we had 
hoped that he would be the one who was going to set Israel free” (Luke 24:21). Jesus 
explained the scriptures to them beginning with the prophets, and then broke the bread 
with them. It was at the breaking of  the bread that they recognized Jesus. Their doubts 
were cleared, they became hopeful and joyful again, and they returned to Jerusalem 
sharing their joy and telling everyone that “the Lord is risen indeed!” It was an 
extraordinary transformation for these disciples, a true resurrection 
transformation.    

The significance of  the Lord’s resurrection made the early 
Christians to set aside Sunday as a day to gather in community for 
the Emmaus experience. The Emmaus experience is what we call 
the Mass today, the gathering of  the community for the liturgy of  
the word, and the liturgy of  the Eucharist. Let us celebrate the Mass 
with renewed devotion and enthusiasm as Jesus helps us to clear our 
doubts and fears filling us with hope and courage. 

art by Donna Rueby
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 

Mark

In May of  2020 when I attempted to fill the shoes of  the Serra giants of  our club who preceded me as 
President, I was only aware of  a small portion of  what the position entailed and even less about all the 
activities our Club is engaged in. What I have learned over these last two years is both inspirational and 
awe inspiring.  

First, thank you to all our members who encouraged, nurtured, and mentored me along the way. More 
importantly, thank you for staying the course through a time when it would have been very easy to lose focus or 
interest in the club and our activities. We emerged from the fear and uncertainty of  the pandemic, perhaps with a few 
less members (for now), but with a renewed focus and drive to continue put our prayers into action. 

• Jim Stevens established and documented a Policy Handbook for our club. This handbook will serve as a 
foundation and a guiding light to those steering our club in the years to come. 

• Donna Rueby and Sandie Taylor continue to lead the way of  our Vocations activities. It is difficult to 
enumerate the many activities and initiatives that they are engaged in and their outreach to all the parishes 
within our club’s footprint. 

• Gary Estess, who will be moving later this year, did wonderful work in bringing us numerous and varied 
speakers to our club meetings. Getting and keeping speakers on the schedule is a demanding job.  

• Diddy Muck and her team always go out of  their way to ensure our meetings and events come together with a 
decorative flair that is memorable and pleasing to the senses. 

• Mary Lou Purello’s remarkable work on our club newsletter has drawn national attention and awards. I have 
enjoyed collaborating with her and attempting to meet her deadlines. Mary Lou, after many years, will be 
turning the Newsletter over to Melia Reed who just keeps finding ways to serve the Lord and our club. It was 
a job well done Mary Lou. Thank you! 

• Bob Sponaugle has formulated a proposed budget, which will be important in determining which club 
initiatives we are be able to pursue and identifying those that will require additional fund-raising efforts to 
complete them. 

• Pat and John Bush have continued to lead our twice-a-month prayerful Adoration & Benediction for 
Vocations services.  The services have been recently modified to attract some of  our younger parishioners to 
these Holy Hours.  

There are so many people to thank and so little space in the newsletter, but I do have two final notes of  appreciation. 

 First, thank you to Bruce Farmer for agreeing to clean up the mess I have created. Bruce, you have a lot of  work 
ahead of  you, but I know the club is in prayerful and capable hands.   

Finally, I want to thank both Doug and Melia Reed for believing in me and assisting me so much along the way. I am 
so pleased and excited that Doug and Melia will soon be completing their Diaconal studies and I am really looking 
forward to Doug’s ordination in the not-too-distant future. Won’t that be something a former Club President ordained 
as a Deacon? God is truly good!
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MONTHLY MEETING 

Fatherhood of  God 
Seminarian David Ramirez when asked what he would emphasize about God when he becomes a 
priest, he replied, The Fatherhood of  God.  God is a loving God,  loves us unconditionally, and wants to be 
involved in in all aspects of  our life.   

David desired to be a priest at an early age.  He remembers “playing” priest with his sister, and they 
would have a pretend Mass with potatoe chips as the bread.  David’s background is a little different 
than most.   His mom is a Columbian and a very devout Catholic, his father is a very strict Orthodox 
Jew.  They moved to Israel when David was very young and he lived there with his sister and parents 
until about age 5.  Living in Israel was very difficult for the devout Catholic, she was not accepted into 
the Jewish community.  And so, when David was 5 years old they left his dad and that country. 

Mom took her children to Columbia, her home town.  There he was surrounded by a very spiritual 
community.  Daily Mass as much as possible, daily prayers, especially the Divine Mercy was common.  
In this town in Columbia, the town shut down each Friday at 3 p.m., so the township could pray the 
Divine Mercy. 

The time in Columbia was not to last, and the family came to the United States.  This was a difficult 
time for him, as he did not know anyone, nor did he know the English language.The strong sense of  
spirituality was not the same as it was in Columbia.  His desire to be a priest was not first and foremost, 
but when he was in 7th grade, he prayed to our Lord, and exclaimed that he wanted to be a priest.  
It was the influence of  his mother that kept the flame of  desire to serve the Lord.  Parents are the 

church.  Faith needs to be nourished at home, David told us. Mom’s habit, after attending Sunday Mass was to sit 
her children down at the table and discuss their faith.   

Living Life with God is Crucial 
Mom, a single mom, devoted her life to God and her four children.  On David’s 13th birthday, there was a house fire, and 
mom trying to put out the fire with an extinguisher, developed an auto-immune disease.  Things were difficult, but mom’s 
belief  in God and His desire to protect them, never wavered.  She devoted her life not only to her children but reaching 
out to others to share her love of  God. 

Senior year in high school, he began to think, “not yet” to becoming a priest.  He, as a member of  the orchestra, learned 
to love music and played the cello.  Was majoring in college for music his future?   Was he not obeying God, did God 
need him?   He learned God may want you but not need you.  He will let you know when it is time for Him to need you. 

He called on Father Dat, the vocational director at the time, and was encouraged to take time to to be independent and 
grow. He enrolled, not in music school, but the Hilton College of  Hotel Management.  And, near the end of  that year, he 
approached Father TJ, who was then the vocational director, and enrolled in the Seminarian Program.  David learned to 
be trusting of  God’s will.  He will provide.    

Life in the Seminary has been such a learning experience; the best learning to know and love men you never would have 
met before.  Discerning his will is a beautiful thing. 

David feels he has learned so much at St. Martha.  He feels so much joy and cannot wait to be a priest.  He loved getting 
to know the people of  the parish, especially loved teaching the teens about the faith. 

David, God willing, will be installed as a Transitional Deacon in May of  2023 and ordained as a priest in June of  2024. 
We are blessed to have this young man discerning the priesthood. 
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TAILGATING SEMINARIAN VS PRIEST BASKETBALL GAME 

LOTS OF WORK AND LOTS OF FUN!
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Priest put up an Awesome fight, but Lost to the Seminarians. 
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Serra Club Northeast of Houston Enrichment Trips

Would you like a private tour of the Vocation Office with a spiritual talk by Joelma Regis?


Diddy has arranged this trip which includes Mass at the Co-Cathedral with Father Richard as the 
celebrant.  We can lunch at Pappas BBQ after Mass.


Leave at 9:00 am to carpool, and return by 2:30.  Text Diddy at 281-615-2015.

Easter Spiritual Bouquet  

A special “Thank You” to all of our members who are offering intentions in our 
Easter Spiritual Bouquet in 2022 - 2023.  


We sent 78 cards during Holy Week.  They went to the priests, deacons, sisters, 
brothers and seminarians associated with the six parishes in our Club’s area, as well as to the 
Cardinal and our bishops.  We also sent cards to priests and religious in the Diocesan Chancery 
Office, priests at St. Mary's Seminary,  priests formerly in our club's territory, seminarians in our 
Adopt a Seminarian program and the three Vocation Directors we support through the Seven 
Serrans initiative.   We also sent a Spiritual Bouquet to the Shalom Center offering our 
intentions for its residents and staff.
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May Birthdays  
2 - Dcn. Diego Montiel, St. Martha 
3 - Dcn. John Sarabia, St. Philip the ApostleA 
10 - Betty Menard 
10 - Sheila Yepsen 
17 - Maggie Halleck 
19 - Larry Lucas 
23 - Most Reverend Daniel Cardinal DiNardo 
24 - Fr. Jose Carmen Hernandez, St. Leo the Great 
24 - Gary Estess 
28 - Fr. Wayne Ly, St. Martha

Serra NE of Houston News

DID YOU KNOW? 
 Board of  Directors 2022-2023 

• President -Bruce Farmer 
• Treasurer - Tony Benvegnu 
• Newsletter - Melia Reed 
• Immediate Past President - Mark Halleck 
• VP of  Programs - Meris.Bridger 

Prayers for:  
• Prayers for Ukraine  
• An end to all forms of  the 

Covid virus 
• Continue prayers for Michael 

Henderson.  
• Sandie Kidd who is still having health issues 

Rodney Williamson needs our prayers 
struggling with health issues 

• Arlane Sponaugle’s brother-in-law who died 
recently. 

For more information about Serra Northeast of  Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact,                 Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

May Ordinations  
14 - Fr. Joseph Nguyen the Hieu, C.S., St. Leo the Great 
20 - Fr. Linh Nguyen, St. Rose of  Lima 
26 - Fr. Brian O’Brien, St. Francis Xavier, Stillwater, OK 
29 - Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza, Chancery Office 
30 - Fr. T.J. Dolce, St. Martha

ARCHDIOCESE NEWS  

Transitional Diaconate Ordinations at 
the Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart 
Saturday, May 14, 2022 10:00 AM 
Seminarian Zachary Muldrow will be one of  
the Seminarians who will be installed as a 
transitional deacon on May 14

Dan Kidd, spoke at the meeting and announced 
how touched and grateful all at the Shalom Center 
were by our showing of  love.  The residents, 
responding to the Spiritual Gifts, he said, were so 
emotionally pleased by the realization that so many 
support them with prayer and works.   

Congratulations to Gelly and Gary 
Estes celebrating 40 years of 

marriage.

mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

St. Joan of Arc – 
May 30th 

I place trust in 
God, my creator, 
in all things; I love 
Him with all my 
heart. 
Help yourself and 
God will help you. 
I am not afraid. I 
was born to do 
this.


